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intended to supply. Any one who will take the trouble to render himself 
thoroughly familiar with its contents, will, we are sure, not only acquire a 
knowledge of what he ought to observe at the bedside, but will also learn what 
estimate to put upon the differeut symptoms and how to interpret them. In 
plan it does not differ materially from a work by Dr. Octavius Sturges, entitled 
“ An Introduction to the Study of Clinical Medicine, etc.” which was noticed 
in the October Number of this Journal for 1873. 

The first half of the book is devoted to the discussion of general subjects, 
such as the definition of disease and of symptoms ; the manner in which a phy¬ 
sician should conduct an examination of a patient; the physical methods of 
diagnosis; the examination of the urine and other secretions ; directions for 
obtaining the history of patients ; etc. In the latter half diseases are grouped 
together which affect the same part of the body, and which, having many symp¬ 
toms in common, are not always readily distinguished from one another. To 
enable the student to do this readily is the object which the author has sought 
to attain. 

The book is an excellent one of its class, and one which, were the market not 
already stocked with this kind of material, it might be well to translate into 
English. J- H. H. 


Art. XL.— Commentarii di Medicina e Chirurgia publicati da professori dell’ 
Universita' e da Medici dell’ Ospitale di Pavia , per cura del prof. A. De- 
Giovanni pella parte medica, e del prof. A. Scarknzio pella parte chirurgica. 
Novembre, Decembre. Anno 1. Milano, 1874. 

Commentaries of Medicine and Surgery, published by the Professors of the 
University and Physicians of the Hospital of Pavia. The Medical Parts 
under the direction of Prof. A. De-GiovannI, and the Surgical under that 
of Prof. A. Scarenzio. November and December, 1874. 1st year. Milan : 
A. Giuliani & Co. 

This is the third number of the above-named journal, and bids fairly to 
become one of the most prominent of the medical periodicals of Italy. It is 
in octavo form, is published every two months, and will make a volume of 
about 500 pages at the end of the year. Like the journals of Italy generally 
the paper is inferior, and the letter-press and illustrations are of the same cha¬ 
racter. In the style of issuing medical books Italy is much behind many other 
parts of Europe. 

In this number there are three original articles, viz.: Clinical remarks upon 
deforming endoarteritis; second, and concluding part, with reports of ten cases, 
by Dr. De-Giovanni. . . . Lecture of Dr. Arigo Salvatore upon obstructed 
circulation of the interior of the intestine, and strangulation of this viscus ; 
delivered before the autumnal session of the Medical Council of the Maggiore 
Hospital of Lodi, with reports of fifteen cases. . . . And Laryngoscopic 
Operations, by Dr. Carlo Labus, specialist for diseases of the throat in Milan. 

The last article is accompanied by eleven laryngoscopic illustrations, show¬ 
ing polypi and other more serious growths which the author had removed from 
the vocal cords, with notes of the cases in question. 

The use of the laryngoscope has made the reports of such cases as numerous 
as they were rare before its discovery. The late Dr. Horace Green, of New 
York, whose office was every day crowded with cases of throat disease, and 
who died before the instrument was fairly introduced, told the reviewer after 
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having had a very large experience, that he had never found but four cases of 
polypus of the larynx, only one of which he had been able to see and remove. 

Under the head of Short Articles (“ Piccole Communicazioni") are, 1st. A 
Case of secondary amputation of all the metatarsal bones of both feet for gan¬ 
grenous frost-bite, a periosteal flap being preserved to cover the stump of each 
bone, by Dr. Francisco Parona. Cure. ... 2d. Uterine Polypus removed 
by means of an elastic ligature, by Prof. Angelo Scarenzo. ... 3d. Capillary 
puncture of the bladder, by Dr. Carlo Bossi. . . . 4th. Left Hemiplegia—■ 
cerebral hemorrhage on the left side, by Luigi Mangiagalli. . . . And, 5th. 
Cancer of Mesentery. R- P. H. 


Art. XLI. — Contributions to the Annals of Medical Progress and Medical 
Education in the United States, before and during the War of Independ¬ 
ence. By Joseph M. Toner, M.D. 16mo. pp. 118. Washington : Govern¬ 
ment Printing Office, 1874. 

Prepared as it was in the intervals of other occupations, and modest as are 
its claims, this little brochure must have required great labour and wide research. 
It contains the names of six or eight hundred medical men who lived and prac¬ 
tised in Colonial and Revolutionary times. These are generally grouped together 
under the heading of the province in which they lived, or in connection with the 
chief movements with which their memories are associated. The biographic 
notes are extremely brief, limited often to a line or two. 

Sketches are given of the earliest legislation, in the different colonies, for the 
benefit or regulation of the profession. The foundation of the earlier hospitals 
and medical societies ; the educational requirements for medical practice, and 
the movements towards providing professional education at home ; the infre¬ 
quency of autopsies, and the opposition to dissection; the occurrence of nota¬ 
ble epidemics—these are a few of the many matters glanced at in this rapid 
survey. 

To the founders of our Pennsylvania Hospital Dr. Toner ascribes the credit 
of first instituting, in this country, clinical instruction, and a public medical 
library. 

A fee-bill, here printed, established by the Virginia Legislature in 1736, allows 
five shillings a visit for town practice. The interest attaching to this bill would 
have been much greater had we been informed as to the purchasing value of the 
Virginia shilling at that period. The country physician, we are told, had trou¬ 
ble to collect any fees. He was often obliged to take pay in produce; and he 
usually united the calling of a farmer to that of a doctor. 

It was not unusual for young men, pursuing their preparation for the ministry 
in the universities of the mother country, to add to their studies that of physic. 
They were thus better prepared for usefulness in a new and thinly settled land. 

Those physicians who were established in practice took apprentices, and con¬ 
veyed to them as best they could the mysteries of their art. Female physicians 
were not unknown. Indeed, the doctor tells us that the first person executed 
in the Massachusetts Bay Colony, was one of these. She was charged with 
witchcraft, because of unnatural potency of simple drugs in her practice, and 
the baneful results of her unfavourable prognoses. 

Widows of physicians, in many cases, carried on the practice of midwifery per¬ 
force abandoned by their lords. B. L. R. 



